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SUBJECT: DE GUIRINGAUD ON EAST- WEST RELATIONS 

1 . SUMMARY: DE GUIRINGAUD MADE ONLY A QUALIFIED 
DEFENSE OF GISCARD'S NEWSWEEK INTERVIEW IN MEETING WITH 
AMBASSADOR, ADMITTING THAT IT WAS NOT AIMED AT PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S "PRESENT POLICIES". THE THREE PRINCIPLES 
INCLUDED IN GISCARD/BREZHNEV COMMUNIQUE REPRESENT THE 
"OFFICIAL" FRENCH VIEW OF DETENTE, WHICH RESTS ON THE 
THOUGHT THAT PROGRESS ON HUMAN RIGHTS SHOULD GO HAND 
IN HAND WITH PROGRESS ON OTHER FRONTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN WORKING LUNCHEON WITH DE GUIRINGAUD AUGUST 8 
(ALSO ATTENDED BY DE LABOULAYE AND POL COUNSELOR), 

AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED OUR CONTINED PUZZLEMENT 
OVER THE FRENCH DEFINITION OF DETENTE IN LIGHT 
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GISCARD'S NEWSWEEK INTERVIEW, PARTICULARLY SINCE 
PRESIDENT CARTER HAD MODIFIED TACTICS BEFORE LONDON 
SUMMIT AND GISCARD HAD APPARENTLY NOT MENTIONED THESE 
CONCERNS TO HIM THERE. INDEED IN HIS INTERVIEW GISCARD 
SEEMED TO E ASSOCIATING HIMSELF WITH SOVIET DEFINITION 
OF DETENTE. 
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3. GUIRINGAUD DENIED THIS AS UNFAIR AND CALLED IT A 
QUESTION OF DEGREE. INTERVIEW REFLECTED GISCARD'S 
CONCERN "AT TIME" OVER EXTENT TO WHICH BREZHNEV HAD 
SEEMED DISQUIETED BY CURRENT US POSTURE, WHICH COULD 
INTERFERE WITH PROGRESS ON OTHER IMPORTANT SUBJECTS 
SUCH AS SALT. IMPROVEMENTS IN HUMAN RIGHTS, LABOULAYE 
ELABORATED, SHOULD GO HAND IN HAND WITH OTHER MATTERS. 
CONVERSELY, TROUBLE ON OTHER FRONTS SUCH AS SALT WILL 
ALSO MAKE HUMAN RIGHTS PROGRESS MORE DIFFICULT. 

4. AMBASSADOR POINTED OUT THAT FRENCH APPROACH NEVER- 
THELESS RISKS GIVING SOVIETS AN IMPORTANT PRESSURE 
POINT, IE THE DIECISION HOW FAR THE WEST CAN GO BEFORE 
DETENTE HAS BEEN IMPAIRED. PRESIDENT CARTER RECOG- 
NIZES THAT THE ISSUES UNDER DISCUSSION REQUIRE CAREFUL 
TREATMENT. THE CHARLESTON SPEECH MADE THIS CLEAR. 

HE INDICATED THAT OUR IMPORTANT BUSINESS WITH THE 
RUSSIANS ON SALT AND OTHER MATTERS IS GOING 
FORWARD. WHAT WE WANT TO AVOID IS A SITUATION IN WHICH 
THE SOVIETS CAN EXPLOIT SEEMING DIFFERENCES ON DETENTE 
TO DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN THE US AND WESTERN EUROPE. 

5. LABOULAYE ANSWERED THAT IN FACT THE BELGRADE 
PREPARATORY MEETING HAD GONE WELL, AND THAT THE ALLIES 
HAD WORKED TOGETHER EFFECTIVELY. THIS COOPERATION 
WOULD BE CONTINUED AMONG THE EC-9 AND IN NATO. 
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GISCARD'S NEWSWEEK INTERVIEW WAS THEREFORE AIMED MORE 
AT ATTITUDES REFLECTED IN THE CSCE COMMISSION REPORT ON 
IMPLEMENTATION THAN AT PRESIDENT CARTER'S "PRESENT 
ATTITUDES." 

6. GUIRINGAUD FURTHER EMPHASIZED THAT THE 
"OFFICIAL" FRENCH POSITION ON DETENTE IS REFLECTED IN 
THREE PRINCIPLES, INCLUDED IN THE FRENCH-SOVIET 
COMMUNIQUE, ISSUED DURING BREZHNEV'S PARIS VISIT, WHICH 
GUIRINGAUD NEGOTIATED IN MOSCOW; THAT DETENTE MUST BE 
(A) COMPREHENSIVE, (B) INCLUDE PROGRESS ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND (C) EXCLUDE EXCESSIVELY AGGRESSIVE IDEOLOGICAL COM 
PETITION. GUIRINGAUD ENDED THIS PART OF EXCHANGE ON 
THE NOTE THAT "AN INTERVIEW IS AN INTERVIEW" AND 
DEPENDS IN PART ON THE REPORTER AND ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES 
OF THE DAY, IN EFFECT SHRUGGING IT OFF. 

7. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR WAS LEFT WITH THE 
IMPRESSION THAT, HAVING MADE AN EFFORT TO EXPLAIN 
GISCARD'S NEWSWEEK INTERVIEW, GUIRINGAUD HOPED THAT 
ISSUE COULD NOW BE PUT BACK IN PERSPECTIVE OF THE MORE 
NUANCED AND LESS CONTROVERSIAL DETENTE DEFINITIONS THE 
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QUAI ITSELF HAD RECENTLY WORKED OUT. WE EXPECT THAT, 

DURING HIS SEPTEMBER WASHINGTON VISIT, PRIME MINISTER 
BARRE WILL WISH TO DISCUSS DETENTE AND RELATED MATTERS 
WITH A VIEW TO REDUCING ANY REMAINING MISUNDERSTANDINGS. 

HARTMAN 
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